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The mark was described. Tills was quite impossible for them to
ascertain by any other means than seeing through the card; if a
new playing card is placed before them, they cannot see its face
but only so many "air-bubbles"; therefore telepathy can in this
case be reasonably excluded.

The General nodded assent as I continued to explain: "This is
only really a furtherance of our normal powers, such as holding a
thin envelope to the light and trying to read the wording on the
paper inside it. The envelope can be made so thick that one
cannot ordinarily do this, but during hypnosis the matter seems
easy. It is interesting to note that, in this connection, if a very
thick playing card is used, it cannot be read. If the reading of
the card depended upon noticing small differences on the back
of the card, as so many people believe, or pure telepathy, thick
playing cards could be read just as easily as thin cards. Hence
the wetting of new cards to make them more transparent would
be unnecessary. It is difficult as yet to understand why there
should be difficulty with such thicknesses of cards when the
somnambulist can penetrate walls, towns, and miles of country to
see something by command at a great distance: it is one of the
phenomena which still requires further scientific investigation."

HOW CLAIRVOYANCE WORKS

The Governor-General was now deeply interested in this
subject and asked my friend the Sage, "How does clairvoyance
really work?" The Sage smiled benevolently and replied: "In
normal life we form our opinions of other people from pure
observation. We say that So-and-so looks clever; that Mr. A.
is stupid; Mrs. B. is happy; and Miss C. is sad. Now consider
for a moment how we come to these conclusions. Certain details
of our impressions of these people derived through our senses,
are unconsciously formulated in our minds and hence we arrive
at our conclusions. In the hypnotic state all our senses and sense
impressions are greatly increased, and hence many impressions
which we would normally miss are now too obvious to be missed:

the hypnotized subject is so sensitive to touch that he can clearly
tell whether it is the "hypnotist, or someone else who is touching
him. Differences in strength of pressure, temperature, and even
in the attitude of the person touching the hypnotized, including
the ticking of a watch on that person and its particular position;

or the sound of cuff-links, no two cuff-links giving exactly identical
sounds, can be detected; hence extremely logical and accurate
opinions can be formed which, to the uninformed, seem super-